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Wxth hmdsxghts advantage it i not sur=: are changing. For 313!1 ﬁrms Wlth modern.
- prising that the Centrat Intelligence Agency, ~ technology ~ are taking ait increasingpart:|
has now substantially-increased:its estimate” il joint.ventures. Wherr the US. delayed li-
of Soviet oil production:: Aftér all, the Soviet* .censing a gas-lift system; the Soviets-turned
 Union was and is.the largestoil producer irr; - 10. the: French,’ A" Japanese-American-Soyiet.
‘the world — and the third:largest-exporter: ; grouyhas* fourid:petroleunr and: gas:off, the-
;Soviet:oil production:set a"world;record:in®] -+ shore of Sakhalins Island: The Soviets are ac-]
‘March, according to Oif & Gas Journal, climb=". tiveljzdevelopink nuclear energy. And'more {
ing to 12.2 million barrels.a day. By contrast, = mportant’thamalLofthxs*the—Sowet Union:
Saudi Arabia is:now saxckto be producxng 10: 2 " has other resources, such as the largesl: na&-
. million: barrels dailyingil = .. s uraLgas reserves in:the world: =34 &%y 34
: i When the CIA four years ago predxcted that~-» Thingsarechanging;too; theauthorsof the-
Soviet output wouldtdrop sharply  perhaps' Hatvard. study suggest, because: Soviet lead:
to 8 million barrels daily —the data seemed .. _ers-have become mcreasmgly -alarmed at the: .
authentic and theimplications ominous:: Ther = possibility; of+ an: energy crisis;: Marshail L
report influenced: foreign. policy analysis.. Goldman, associate -director of -Harvard’s’
When: the- Soviéts: invaded, Afghanistan in: - Russian. Research- Center, has- pointed-out:
late 1979, Carter- administration. officials - that the 1977'CIA study may itself have prod--
' speculated that oil-was:one of the- lures; as- ..ded. Moscow,. 2 most unwitting CIA- favor if -
did others. Similarly, Defense Secretary-Cas-" “truey’‘he " has: called that report.a . self.-
par W. Weinberger recently said'that the So-* _defeating prophecy.™:
viets. “will almost certainly become a neten- - . Ionesense; all news oxrtmssnbjectxsbad:_
ergy importer” in the 1980s and that the Guif _news. A energy-independent Soviet Union:is ™

‘area*is and will be the fulcrum of contention: amore powerful adversary. Butitis probably
for the forseeable future.,” " “'more in the West's economic’and-politic in=%}

Now that the CIA has taken another 1001; ‘terest to have:the Soviets setting o1l produc-. | .
the obvious question is"whether the agency ‘tion-recordsthan otherwise.Finland, Iceland - A
‘mightbe wrong again.Why should one analy- and Austria are -among the noncommunist"

. sis having such strategic importance be more-. countries. which-rely. directly:on Soviet.ex- |
-trustworthy than-another?: + =735\ % POTLS.S .Yet in-'z larger sense; the amount.of -|.
The Harvard report, Energy and Security, oil produced by any country, communist or
suggests that the answer may have-more-to- - ROt, affects the entire world-oil. market. 'I'he :
do with. the inefficiencies: of Soviet society” - morgc.n}' pmduce¢ the: morg §t§21§jtflemr :
thanwlthashortage of energy resources: So- Ket. i R R
viet technology. is outmoded: — engineers.: " Energy: mdependencewﬂl ot rempve: th ::
" have had difficulty” sustaining output.in + Soviets from the Persian Gulf. They undoubt . .
‘many older wells. Waste: has-been: encour-- : édly have.inany reasons'to be interested in.;
‘aged by rigid p]annmg dicta: Conservation- tie.flow “of. Middle East oil-to: the West —; 4yl
effortslag: Energy prices are- unrealistically -> among.thenr the dependence of the West on|
low, and export prices. remain below the'-‘the-region: But an aggressive: geopohncal
world level. Oil & Gas- Journal reported last:; . Strategy, which'thie Soviets pursue; is not the’
- winter-that the U.S.S.R.’s oil ministry.was un- - Same-as a “vital interest,” which the Persian. '
der attack for neglecting:oil. exploranom‘ini"Gulﬁ represents-to the West: Fhe CIA’S revi-
western. Siberia, and: for: too-rapld. explona- :sions suggest the importance-of that-distinc- 3
tion of some. of the.biggest fields. i+ ::* . {- :tion-Itisthe dlfferencebetweenadangemus

‘But such-things. may. change, and. ur"fact _game of chess and a collisiofr course: * ' £27
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